THE HIGHWAY AND ITS VEHICLES —
HISTORIAN HILAIRE BELLOC ON THE EVOLUTION
OF TRANSPORTATION FROM THE ELEVENTH
TO TWENTIETH CENTURIES

Belloc, Hilaire and Geoffrey Holme (editor). The Highway and its Vehicles. London: The Studio,
Limited., 1926. Hardcover. 40 pages of text and 131 plates. Limited edition (448/1250). A short
history of the vehicle from animal-drawn carts to early-twentieth century automobiles,
accompanied by numerous illustrations showing the evolution of the vehicle in its many and
varied forms. A twenty-first-century reader, for whom the word “vehicle” is most likely
synonymous with “car”, will be very surprised by the many and varied forms of transportation
that can be associated with that word, from human-powered sedan chairs to bicycles or
hobbyhorses to steam engines. The book has over one hundred plates, including some tipped-in
color images. All reproduce works of art in important private and museum collections. This
volume has an attractive, sage-green cover with gilt lettering, as well as eye-catching, orange-
and-white endpapers depicting some of the vehicles described and illustrated in the book. The
volume is in fine condition.
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